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Come and join our new Ministry. 
 

   Holy Yoga--Glorify God while building 

strength and flexibility in a  beginners Yoga 

class led by Chris Brogden. 

          Tuesdays from 6:30-7:30 pm in the 

FUMCIP Fellowship Hall, starting September 

6, 2016.   Everyone is welcome  (no small 

children please as they may be a distraction to 

other participants). 
 

           Please bring a yoga mat (if you have 

one) and a bath towel. 

 

          Cost will be by donation only with 50% 

of the proceeds going to the church. 
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O.W.L.S. To Meet  

  
 The Older Wiser Laughing Souls 

also known as the O.W.L.S. will be 

meeting on  Sept. 26, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. to make 

plans for the coming months.  All are encour-

aged to attend and bring lots of ideas to share.  

This is a great time for fellowship. 

  

     

     Ready! Set! Go! With another 

fun year of Kidz Klub! All of the 

fun starts on September 7 at 3:30. 

Kidz Klub is under the direction of 

Mindy Sullivan this year and she 

has a new schedule in place. 

Registration forms are available in the Church 

office. If your child will be riding the van you 

must have a form filled out. Seats are limited so 

make sure you get your form in.  

 

Also, a Kidz Klub Christmas program is in the 

works!   The kidz will be working on a Christ-

mas program during Kidz Klub and we will 

start our rehearsals as soon as we get back into  

routine.  They will be working on their own 

sets, as well as performing the skit. This is not 

part of the Sunday School program, and will be 

worked on only during our Wednesday after-

noon sessions.  More information will be avail-

able as we start our work.   

  

 A  Healthy Church Initiative Workshop will be held on Sept. 24, 2016 from                    

8:30 - 12:00 with the H.C.I. Coach in attendance.  The purpose is to develop a clear, 

compelling picture of God’s future for the ministry of FUMC, Iowa Park.   

Youth - Mark Your Calendars! 

 
 The Youth will begin meeting Wednesday, 

September 7 from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. for a time 

to dig into God’s word followed by the Fellow-

ship Meal served at 5:30.  They will also be 

meeting on Sunday afternoons from 4:00 to 

5:30 for a time of fellowship. Invite your 

friends make plans to attend! 

H.C. I. Visioning Workshop 
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Pastor Rick 

The Pastor’s Page end up asking the same question. 

Where is God? This can be true of 

our weather, of our personal lives, 

and even the church.  The prob-

lems, difficulties or challenges 

overwhelm our senses, forcing out 

the memory of how God has al-

ways stayed close and led us out of 

the desert into life.  The good news 

for ancient Israel and for our 

church is that God’s leadership 

brings his people to life.  Follow-

ing Jesus, making disciples and 

caring for others is not always 

easy.  Often times following the 

way of our Lord takes us into dry 

times or parched lands.  I’ve come 

to believe that many areas of min-

istry are not accessible through 

green pastures.  We live in a fallen 

world, suffering from violence, 

greed, and power struggles.  This 

is the world in which Jesus was 

born, preached, was crucified in, 

and resurrected.  But the goodness 

and mercy of God in Christ is al-

ways with us.   

     This summer has had 

its’ dry spell.  Not only did we lose 

our Children’s minister, Julie Mi-

chael, when the Michael’s moved 

up north, but we lost the blessing 

of their whole family.  We have 

been without a Youth minister for 

a year and a half, and summer at-

tendance and giving has been 

down.   We may ask along with 

ancient Israel, “Is the Lord among 

us or not?” (Ex. 17:7b)  When we 

find ourselves thirsty and in need 

of a spiritual drink, it's good to re-

member the many times God has 

provided.  When I consider the 

milestones and events of this past 

summer, I see how God has cared 

for us and answered our prayers.  

Mindy Sullivan felt led to take 

over as our children’s direc-

tor.  Mindy has already begun 

work on the Kidz Klub and other 

aspects of this vital ministry.  

Donna Williams heard the call and 

accepted the position of Youth  

Director!  Donna officially took 

charge on August 28th.   This is a 

great time to invite those who have 

been away and new folks to our 

church.  Encourage attendance 

within our congregation and our 

community.  When we work to-

gether in the congregation we help 

to build the strong Christian rela-

tionships that are the fabric of all 

churches.  The Holy Spirit has been 

gracious to our church, working in 

the lives of Mindy and Donna and 

so many others to offer their spiri-

tual gifts and labor for the benefit 

of our young people. Let us support 

our children and youth in every way 

that we can, and never forget to 

praise God for His love and care for 

our church.  Please encourage atten-

dance from our congregation on a 

regular basis.   

     Sometimes God’s path 

leads us where we have to depend 

on Him, a place where we grow in 

our faith and become comfortable 

with His presence.  Elijah the 

prophet had followed God through 

the wilderness, and even into pagan 

lands, he followed God for the sake 

of the kingdom, for the soul of Is-

rael was in peril.  The greatest acts 

of God, we may witness, may well 

be when we are following Christ 

call to go and serve, to care for oth-

ers in his name, to make disciples 

of Jesus Christ for the transforma-

tion of the world.  To go with 

Moses and Elijah into the wilder-

ness following the Lord.  To reach 

into areas we would never go, 

places of discomfort, places that 

cost us, but always following the 

voice of God. And we will find that 

the Lord will provide! 

God Bless, 

 

 

“We are all caretakers in God’s 

garden. Our work is our praise!” 

 

 Summer is always dry but 

thankfully this year is not like a 

couple of years ago.  I think our 

past drought will be seared into 

our minds for years to come. Some 

folks were beginning to wonder if 

North Texas was ever going to be 

wet again.  But droughts don’t last 

forever, the cycle of life continues, 

and we are reminded of God’s love 

and mercy.   

 

When I moved to Iowa Park the 

drought had just broke.  Gordon 

Lake was literally to the brim with 

fresh water.  But stories of a dried 

lake bed abounded.  It’s good to 

remember the hard times and any 

lessons we may have learned.  

However, it’s more important to 

lean on our faith and the goodness 

of God in times of spiritual and 

physical drought.  In such times 

we may look around and wonder 

where God is in all the scorched 

dry earth?   

     Like the Israelites, who finding 

themselves in the desert without 

water began to question Moses and 

even wondered if God was still 

with them.  (Exodus 17: 5-6)  Do 

we sometimes think, “faithless Is-

raelites don’t they remember how 

God brought them out of Egypt?” 

However, the truth is that every 

generation of God’s people find 

themselves in the desert and often  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 
6:30 S/PPR mtg. 
 
7:00 - WFF 

2 3 

4 5 Labor Day - 
Office closed 

6 10:00 UMW 
Business mtg. 
 
 
 
6:30  Holy Yoga 

7 9:30 Prayer 
3:30 K. Klub 
4:-00-5:30  Yth  
5:30  Hamburgers 
6:15 choir 
6:30 Trustee mtg. 
7:00 CrossFire 

8 
10:00 HCI               
Pastors mtg.                
@ Henrietta 
6:30 Finance mtg                                    
7:00 - WFF 

9 
 
 
Homecoming   
weekend 

10 
 
Whoop-T-Do 

11 
 
 
 
4:00-5:30  Youth 

12 
 
6:30 Church 
Council 
7:00 - WFF 

13 
10:30 S. Wesley 
luncheon 
6:30 E. Sullivan 
@ Church 
6:30 Holy Yoga 

14 9:30 Prayer 
3:30 K. Klub 
4:00-5:30  Yth  
5:30  Spaghetti 
6:15 choir 
7:00 CrossFire 

15 
 
 
7:00 - WFF 

16 
 
6:30  Youth -
Football 
Hotdog Tailgate 

17 
9:00 - 3:00                 
Kairos Outside 

18 
 
 
4:00-5:30  Youth 

 

19 
 
 
7:00 - WFF 

20 
 
 
6:30 Holy Yoga 

21 9:30 Prayer 
3:30 K. Klub 
4:00-5:30  Yth  
5:30 Mexican                 
Pile-on 
6:15 choir 
7:00 CrossFire 

22 
 
4:00 Commodity 
distribution 
7:00 - WFF 

23 24  
8:30 - 12:00                
HCI Visioning 
Workshop 

25 

3:00-5:00 District 
S/PPR Training 
@ Gainesville 
FUMC                     
4:00-5:30  Youth 

26 
 
2:00 O.W.L.S. 
 
7:00 - WFF 

27 
 
 
 
6:30 Holy Yoga 

28 9:30 Prayer 

3:30 K.Klub 
4:00-5:30  Yth  
5:30 Chicken                 
Sandwiches 
6:15 choir              
7:00 CrossFire 

29 
 
 
 
7:00 - WFF 

30  

 
September  2016 @ FUMC 
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New Collage Sunday 

School Class Celebrates  

20 Years of Wednesday 

Night Suppers 
 

 Grab your family, friends, 

neighbors, or even strangers and 

come and join the New Collage 

Class as it starts its twentieth 

year of Wednesday Night Sup-

pers on Wednesday, Sept. 7.  

The idea of the fellowship     

suppers was the brain child of 

Robert and Neysia Wilson, and 

the New Collage Class took the 

idea and ran with it.  We have a 

great time preparing the meals 

and feel that they are a very im-

portant part of the fabric of life 

of First United Methodist of 

Iowa Park. 

 According to an article by 

Barry Jones entitled, “The Din-

ner Table as a Place of Connec-

tion, Brokenness, and Blessing”, 

“tables are one of the most im-

portant places of human connec-

tion.  We’re often most fully 

alive to life when sharing a meal 

around a table.  We shouldn’t be 

surprised, then, to find that 

throughout the Bible God has a 

way of showing up at tables.  In 

fact, it is worth noting that at the 

center of the spiritual lives of 

God’s people in both the Old and 

New Testaments, we find a table: 

the table of Passover and the ta-

ble of Communion.  New Testa-

ment scholar N.T. Wright cap-

tured something of this sentiment 

when he wrote, “When Jesus 

himself wanted to explain to his 

disciples what his forthcoming 

death was all about, he didn’t 

give them a theory, he gave them 

a meal.”” 

 If we know anything, we 

know that Methodists like to eat, 

and to know that as we eat we 

can participate in Christian        

fellowship, is just an added bo-

nus.  Eating together is spiritual.   

It is sharing in one another’s 

lives.   In Ecclesiastes 9:7 we are 

told, “Go, eat your food with 

gladness, and drink your wine 

with a joyful heart, for it’s now 

that God favors what you do.  

We need to be careful to not let 

the business-like aspects of run-

ning the church, or of being 

overwhelmed by the “outside” 

world, overtake the family like 

aspects of sharing life together.  

Matthew 18:20 tells us, “For 

where two or three are gathered 

in my name, there I am among 

them”. 

 Please come and see what a 

good time we have sharing good 

food and Fellowship!  We start 

serving at 5:30p.m. on Wednes-

day, September 7.  Cost for the 

meal is $3 for single; $5 for a 

couple; and $10 for a family 

(best bargain in town!) 

 

Submitted by Carolyn Lalk 

 

On the menu for September is: 

 

Sept. 7 - Hamburgers 

Sept. 14 - Spaghetti 

Sept. 21 - Mexican Pile-on 

Sept. 28 - Chicken Sandwiches 

 

     The Finance Committee has              

decided that due to the decrease in 

funds to the general operational               

account, all spending by Church               

activities will be suspended effective 

Sept. 1, 2016.  Required expenditures 

such as salaries and utilities are not 

affected by this decision.  Church activities that need funds for the re-

mainder of this year, can request approval by the Finance Committee.  

The Finance Committee will meet monthly during this time to ensure 

timely decisions on spending requests.  

I.P.M.A. Make 

Changes To 

Food Bank 
 

       

      On August 25th the Iowa 

Park Ministerial Alliance met 

and agreed on some necessary 

changes to the Food Distribution 

programs taking place twice a 

month at FUMC.  It was decided 

to combine the two ministries 

and no longer distribute can 

goods on the second Saturday of 

the month.  All food donations 

will be added to the Commodity 

Distribution on the 4th Thurs. of 

each month and will be the only 

time food is distributed each 

month. 

 If someone does have an 

emergency situation they will be 

able to obtain a one time bag 

with basic food items that will 

sustain them until the next      

distribution date. Bags may be 

obtained at any of the five 

churches participating in the 

I.P.M.A. which are: 

 

First United Methodist Church               

First Baptist Church                          

Faith Baptist Church                         

Grace Tabernacle                                  

Lakeview Church of God 
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  Change My Heart, O God 

 

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true. 

Change my heart, O God, may it be like you. 

 

         The potter works with clay, a very malleable piece of material.             

He can form an object and then, if he is displeased with it, may change 

and form it into something else. 

 

God, the potter, wants our hearts to be like clay.  We may find ourselves 

going down a path that would not please God or that is destructive.  God 

knows our hearts and can “change” 

them into a masterpiece for his works 

here on earth. But, we must be open to 

that “reforming” and “changing.” Let us 

be ready and willing to allow God to do 

his wonderful work within us, so that 

we may be what he wants us to be. 

 

“Like clay in the potter’s hand, so are 

you in mine…“                                          

                   Jeremiah 18: 6b 

 

Prayer:  Lord, please take my heart and mold it into something useful and 

beautiful for you.  May I be open to your desire to change my heart and 

serve you with joy.  Amen     

                                             Carole  ♫ 

great gift---pens, pencils and 

sharpeners, crayons and markers, 

scissors, stamps and ink pads, 

writing pads and paper.  Color-

ing books and picture books are 

also good in the boxes. 

     Although any shoe box or 

plastic box will do, packing 

boxes will be available. Instruc-

tions will also be available—

including labels and postage in-

formation.  A suggested donation 

of $7.00 per box is requested for 

postage, but certainly is not re-

quired.  Donations may be turned 

in to the Church Office. 

Please prepare your hearts for 

this special ministry.  We hope 

to involve our entire congrega-

tion in the project—adults, chil-

dren and youth. 

 

MOST IMPORTANT:  Pray for 

the children who will     receive 

these gifts, their    families and 

for the Operation Christmas 

Child ministry.      You can be a 

blessing to these precious little 

ones!! 

“Go and make disciples of all 

nations” 

Operation                          

Christmas 

Child  
    

   “Therefore go and make dis-

ciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything I have com-

manded you.”   

            Matthew 28:19-20 

 

This is our commission!   

 We will soon begin our annual 

Operation Christmas Child 

ministry.  The mission of Op-

eration Christmas Child is to 

demonstrate God’s love by 

helping provide for the physi-

cal and spiritual needs of needy 

children around the world.  By 

simply packing a shoe box, we 

can help provide children with 

the  basic needs of life—while 

sharing the love of God with 

these children and their fami-

lies.  Every shoe box gift deliv-

ered by Operation Christmas 

Child is an expression of God’s 

amazing love and grace. The 

shoe box is only the beginning 

to introduce children in over 

100 countries to the love of 

Jesus Christ. 

Start collecting items for your 

boxes now!  Some suggested 

items include small toys (cars, 

balls, stuffed animals, dolls, 

kazoos, harmonicas, jump 

r o p e s )  h yg i e n e  i t e m s 

( toothbrush, toothpaste, mild 

bar soap, comb, brush, wash-

cloth), socks, ball caps, sun-

glasses, hair clips/bows, toy 

jewelry,)  School supplies are a  
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    www.facebook.com/FUMCIowaPark     

201 E. Bank 
Iowa Park, TX  76367-2001 

940-592-4116 
940-592-4117, fax 

officefumciptx@sbcglobal.net 

Making  disciples  of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Rev. Rick Davis, Pastor 
pastorick@umcminister.com 

940-733-5174 

Twitter@fumcip 

Instagram@fumcip 

    iowaparkumc.org  

 

FUMCIP                 
Staff 

        * Carole Venhaus, Minister of Music                                                                                                                          
 * Pat Doan, Keyboardist                                                                                                                                           
 * Stacia Arredondo, Secretary                                                                                                                                   
 * Rachel Spears, Nursery Attendant                                                                                                                                                  

Contracted by Trustees 

David & Ginger Falnes, Custodians 

Dub Ewing, Grounds Maintenance 

 

     Thank you to my Church Family for the 

cards, calls, flowers, & food brought   during 

and after my heart  attack. Thanks for being 

so good to my boys and especially for all the 

prayers.  A special thank you to     Pastor Rick 

for his comforting words and staying with 

Cody during the  procedure.  God is good! 

             Love, Freda Parks 

      U.M.W. Plans for Fall Season      

      United Methodist Women will began the fall                                              

season with a Business Meeting at the Church on                                          

Tuesday, September 6th at 10:00 a.m. 

     The Susannah Wesley Circle will have a Fellowship Luncheon 

in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, September 13th at 10:30 a.m. 

     The Elsie Sullivan Circle will meet at the Church on Tuesday,                 

September 13th at 6:30 p.m. and plan to have a speaker from the 

Women's Faith Refuge.  Also, if anyone has women's or children's  

clothing to donate, please bring to the  meeting.   

                       We would like to extend an invitation for all                       

             Methodist Women to become members of U.M.W.! 

           

 

Faith Mission 
 

 

      We are not sure who is serv-

ing at Faith Mission and/or who 

is making cakes to take to Faith 

Mission for September, October, 

and November, 2016. Pairs and 

Spares Sunday School Class 

normally handles December. If 

you have agreed to take one of 

the 3 months listed, please let 

Michael or Jimmie Isbell know. 

If no one has agreed to these 

months, let us know if you are 

interested.  

 

     We will prepare a new sched-

ule for 2017 and want to know if 

you are interested in serving 

and/or making cakes for one or 

more months next year. 


